
WASHINGTON,DC8-2-07
Thissummer, ournationÕs fleacircuswill notbeperformedin theWhiteHouseortheCapitolBuilding,andwill notfeatureanyelectedofficials.
ThatÔs becausethisyear, thefleacircuswill takeplaceinWashingtonD.CÕs upandcomingAtlasDistrict, andwill featureinsects.Trained
insects.Fleas,tobeexact.

Theshow, theAcmeMiniatureFleaCircus,isanauthenticVictorianfleacircusthatfeaturestrainedfleasMidgeandMadgewhoperformspec-
tacularcircusstunts asseenbefore(andontopof) thecrownedheadsofEurope.MidgeandMadgewillperformtheirstarturnatD.C.Ôswild-
est andwackiest venue,thePalaceofWondersonSundayAugust26.

DetailsmagazinecalledtheshowÒOneofthetopalternativecircusesin thecountry.ÓTheNewYorkTimessaidÒTheappealisirresistible...
Gertsacovis everybit thefantasticalimpresario,inhispurpletophatandcash-registervoice,introducingusto thewondrousinsectsitching
(sorry)toperformÓAndtheLosAngelesTimessaysthatÒProfessorGertsacovholdstheaudience(andthestarsoftheshow)inthepalmofhis
hand.Ó

AccordingtoProfessorA.G. Gertsacov, ringmasterandproprietoroftheAcmeMiniatureCircus, fleacircuseswerepopularentertainmentsdur-
ingVictoriantimes,buthadnearly disappearedsincetheadventoftelevision. Thelast popularAmericanfleacircuswasProfessorHecklerÕs of
TimeSquare,whichleft NewYorkin1957.Therumoris thatHecklerthoughtthatthenudeshowsweregivinghisfleasabadname.

Therearenowonlyahandfuloffleacircusesstill performingthroughout theworld.GertsacovÔs isarguably themostfamous.TheRhodeIsland
native(nowbasedinYonkers, NY)andhisamazinginsectstarshaveperformedthroughoutthecountry, andinCanada,Chile,andBrazil. He
recentlyspentthreemonthsperforminginTimesSquare,lessthantwoblocksfromwhereProfessorHeckleroncehadhisfleas.Gertsacov
hasalsobeenfilmedfordocumentariesontheHistoryChannel,theTravelChannel, andnumerousnewsprograms.HeÕsevenbeenaques-
tiononJeopardy!

GertsacovÔseducatedinsectstarspull chariots,danceona tightwire,andperformothercircus-likestunts.Whilehedoesnotrevealhismethod
oftraining(aproprietarysecret,heexplains),heassuresthecuriousandthecivic mindedthatheusesonlymethodsofpositivereinforcement
toteachtheinsectstheir routines.ÒItreatthemasif theyaremy ownfleshandblood,ÓGertsacovsays.ÒAndinsomeways,theyare.Ó

ProfessorGertsacovwill bringhis minusculemarvelstoperformatWashingtonÕswildestandwackiestvenueonSundayAugust26.He invites
allcuriouspartiestocomeandseetheshowthatwasdeemedoneofthetopshows oftheworld famousSpoletoFestivalin2004.Butheasks
thatyouleaveyourdogsandcats athome.Gertsacovquips,ÒI donÔt wantanyonetostealtheshow.Ó

ShowsareatthePalaceofWonders,1210HStreetNEin theAtlasDistrictofWashingtonDC. Showsareat4pmand8pm. Admissionis$8.
Thefirstshowis forallages.Thesecondshowisforover21only. (In thisshow, thefleaswill performcompletelynude!)
PLEASENOTE:Atthe8pmshowIDÕs will bechecked!
PLEASENOTE:PositivelyNoDogsWill BeAdmittedTo theShow.

Formoreinformationabouttheshow, orto reservetickets,callthePalaceofWondersat202-398-7469(SHOW)
Orvisit http://www.palaceofwonders.comorhttp://www.trainedfleas.com.

WHAT: AcmeMiniature FleaCircus atthePalaceofWonders
WHERE:Palace of Wonders,1210HStreetNEWashingtonDC
WHEN:SundayAugust 26,2007at4pmand 8pm.(4pmisanallagesshow)
CALL:202-398-7469(SHOW)
COST: $8
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. PLEASE POST OR LIST. THANK YOU!

For Immediate Release
Request For Coverage
Listing Request
KILL DATE AUGUST 27, 2007

Contact: Adam Gertsacov
401-351-2596
info@trainedfleas.com
http://www.trainedfleas.com

A CM E
MINIA T U RE

C IRCU S

Pulex Irri tans, magnified 157 timesactual size

PRESS RELEASE AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY AT www.trainedfleas.com/dcfleas.html



POSITIVELY NO DOGS WILL BE
ADMITTED TO THE SHOW!

TOO PERVERSELY FASCINATING TO MISS!" - digitalcity.com
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CIRCUS

T R A I N E D
F L E A S !

Performing Spectacula r Circus Stunts
As Seen Before (And on top of)

The Crowned Heads of Europe.

"A WACKY, WITTY CREATURE FEATURE" Minneapolis Star Tribune
"OLD TIME VAUDEVILLE IS NEW AGAIN!Ò New York Times
"#1 SURE BET OF THE FESTIVAL" Montreal Gazette

CRITIC'S PICK: TIME OUT NY, VILLAGE VOICE, POST & COURIER

www.trained fleas.com (202) 398-SHOW www.palaceo fwonders.co m

CALL (202) 398-SHOW (7469) FOR TICKETS/ INFO

TWO SHOWS ONLY!
SUNDAY AUGUST 26
4 & 8 PM SHOWINGS (4 PM ALL AGES)

Palace of Wonders 1210 H Street Washington, DC
TICKE TS o n l y $ 8



Our Flea-ting Moments Of Fame
somecritical acclaim for the AcmeMiniature Circus

A
GEM OF
A SHOW...

DEFI NIT ELY
DON'T SCR ATCH

TH I S ONE OFF Y OUR LI ST!!

SAN FR ANCISCO FR I NGE GUID E

ONE OF THE TEN
BEST ALTERNATIV E

CIR CUSES I N TH E
COUNTRY !

DETAIL S MAGAZI NE

A WACKY
WI TTY

CREATURE
FEATURE !

MIN NEAP OLIS STAR-TRIBUNE

PA RT SIDESHOW, PART EXHIB IT , & A WHOLE LOT OF FUN!

The appeal is irresistible... a
high-spirited glance back at an
entertainment form that had been
dead asa doornail sinceProfessor
Heckler's showat Hubert'sDime
Museum closedin 1957.

NEW Y ORK TI MES

!

#1 SURE BET... This Rhode
Island act wins hands down as
the curiosity of the festival.. .
Pure feel-good nonsense,
amusingfor adults, suitable for
children.

MONTR EAL GAZETT E

!

A charming showthat flashes
us back to Victorian times....
The Professor'sfleashavethe
power to amuse.

PROVIDE NCE JOURNAL

!

Professor Gertsacovholds the
audience(and his performers) in
the palm of his hand...Audience
reaction builds from bewilderment
to fascination and glee.

LOS ANGELES TI MES

!

MIN NEAPOLIS STAR-TR IB UNE

! PICK OF THE LIT TER
... This oneman introduction to
the flea and its performing
capabilit iesis what the Fringe
shouldbe all about. It 's funny,
off-beat and skillfully delivered by
Circus Master ProfessorA. G.
Gertsacov of Providence, RI.
You haveprobably heard of a flea
circus, but haveyou everattended
one? Bring the kids and avail
yourself of this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. No bug spray
allowed!

An Ironist of the InsectRealm...
a 'psycho-entomologist' with an

encyclopedic knowledgeof flea
lore... the showsparkleswith wit.

SAN FRANCISCO CHR ONICLE

!

VISIT www.tr ain edfleas .com for mor e inf or ma tion
ar tic les and references available on requ est .

Professor A.G. Gertsacovand his
Acme Miniature Circus will amaze
and astound eventhe mostcynical
and near-sighted of visitors.... So
maybesomething good is finally
happeningin T imesSquare.

NEW Y ORK PR ESS

!

Providesthe springboardfor
thoughtson our oppression of the
species (through the useof soap)
and the psychologyof two
microscopicdivas. Brill iantly
warm-hearted: .. . suitable viewing
for your "inner child."

PH ILA DELPH IA CITYPAPE R

!

Biting Entertainment... a cross-
generational crowd, rangingfrom
mesmerized kids to kitsch-loving,
tattooedtwentysomethingsto
nostalgia-driven seniors.

BOSTON PHOENIX

!


